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" Well, now I'm on the mend! But I was really frightened!
I thought I was done for. . . . But why are the children
sleeping so late ? Dunia, go and see if they're awake yet/'
Her mother Lukinichiia arrived with her younger sister,
Aggripina.   The old woman burst into tears when she saw
*her daughter,  but Natalia said  again  and again in an
agitated tone:
" What are you crying for, mother ? I'm not so bad
now . . . you haven't come to bury me, have you ? Oh,
do tell me, what are you crying for ? "
Aggripina gave her mother a nudge and, guessing the
reason, LuMnichna swiftly wiped her eyes and said in a
soothing tone;
" Why, what are you thinking, child ? I was crying just
because I'm such a stupid head. My heart ached as I looked
at you. . . . You've changed so much. ..."
A faint flush glowed in Natalia's cheeks when she heard
11 Mishatka's voice and Poliushka's laugh.
" Bring them in here ! Call them quick ! " she asked,
" They can dress after/*
Poliushka came in first, and halted at the door, rubbing
her sleepy eyes with her little fist.
" Your mummy's fallen ill," Natalia said with a smile.
" Come over to me, my treasure * "
Poliushka looked in surprise at the grown-ups sitting
gravely on the benches and, going over to her mother, said
in a vexed tone :
" Why didn't you wake me up ?  And what have they all
^come for ? "
" They've come to see me. . . . But why should I have
woke yon up ? "
" I'd have brought you some water, and sat with
you. . . ."
" Well, go and wash, comb your hair and say your
prayers, and then you can come and sit with me. . . /'
** But will you be getting up for breakfast ? "
" I don't know.  I don't think so/'
" Well, then I'll bring your breakfast in here. Would
you like that, mummy ? "
" She's the very image of her father;   only her heart's
, not like Ms, her's is softer . . /' Natalia said with a feeble